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*****.Excerpt from A Sketch of the Panama Canal: Its Past, Present and Possible Future The timbers of the first ship which plowed the waters of the
Pacific Ocean., manned by white men, as far as history, or tradition, if you please, tells us, were laid in a small bay on the southern side of the
isthmus of Darien, by one of these adventurers, and these timbers were cut on the shores of the Atlantic, hewn into shape and carried across the
isthmus to the shore of the Pacific, and were there put together for the first voyage into the unknown sea. This work was performed by natives,
seized and held as slaves by the Spaniards, whom without such enforced labor could have done little, but whom with the cross in one hand and the
sword and torch in the other, forced the civilization of mediaeval Europe, onto the greater part of the new world. It is a far cry from the vision of this
small band of Spanish explorers, taking a month with their miserable slaves to carry their small ship across the isthmus, to the vision of some future
great admiral, steaming with a fleet of modern war ships, manned by the pride and glory of the United States, making the same trip in 8 hours but
the latter is a prospect that should be realized within a comparatively short time. The conquests of Peru, and the spoliation of her wealth by Pizarro
and the men who followed him, are matters of history. The most natural route by which all the spoils of conquest, which were claimed by the Crown
of Spain, could be sent home...
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