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Wisehouse Classics, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand ***** AESOP S FABLES or the AESOPICA is a collection of fables credited to Aesop, a slave and storyteller believed to have lived in ancient
Greece between 620 and 560 BCE. Of diverse origins, the stories associated with Aesop s name have descended to modern times through a number
of sources. They continue to be reinterpreted in different verbal registers and in popular as well as artistic media. The fables were in the first
instance only narrated by Aesop, and for a long time were handed down by the uncertain channel of oral tradition. Socrates is mentioned by Plato
as having employed his time while in prison, awaiting the return of the sacred ship from Delphos which was to be the signal of his death, in turning
some of these fables into verse, but he thus versified only such as he remembered. Demetrius Phalereus, a philosopher at Athens about 300 B.C., is
said to have made the first collection of these fables. Phaedrus, a slave by birth or by subsequent misfortunes, and admitted by Augustus to the
honors of a freedman, imitated many of these fables in Latin iambics about the commencement of the Christian era. Aphthonius, a rhetorician of
Antioch, A.D. 315, wrote a treatise on, and converted into Latin prose, some of these fables. This translation is the more worthy of notice, as it
illustrates a custom of common use, both in these and in later times. The rhetoricians and philosophers were accustomed to give the Fables of
Aesop as an exercise to their scholars, not only inviting them to discuss the moral of the tale, but also to practice and to perfect themselves thereby
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