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***x* Excerpt from Some Phases of the Civil War: An Appreciation and Criticism of Mr. James Ford of Fifth Volume This volume covers the twenty-
one momentous and ever memorable months between December, 1864, and August, 1866. Not a few of those who read the narrative themselves
bore a part, subordinate, perhaps, but still a part, in the vast military and naval operations therein described; and, when the war drums ceased to
beat and the battle-flags were furled, they were deeply interested in the subsequent political agitation. Passing their own recollections in review,
they have thus lived to hearken to the verdict of the historian. Based on the careful study of a vast mass of material, patiently gathered and
judicially considered, Mr. Rhodes s book is literary in tone and calm in spirit, - a thoroughly good piece of up-to-date historical work. The
significance of the period dealt with will, moreover, only increase with the lapse of time, and to its history this volume is a contribution of lasting
value. If for no other reason, it will so prove from the fact that it is not to such a degree removed from the time of which it treats as to cease to be
contemporaneous. He who writes has in this case shared in the intensity of that of which he writes; with his own eyes he has seen many of the
actors in the events of which he tells, and his ears have drunk in their own descriptive words. How great an advantage this may prove to one
competent to avail himself of it has been shown more recently by Clarendon and Thiers, as in the classic times by...
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