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HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS, United States, 1974. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . This book usually ship within 10-15 business days
and we will endeavor to dispatch orders quicker than this where possible. Brand New Book. The faith in science as an ally of political and economic
progress, which Franklin and Jefferson made so firm a part of the American tradition, has been undermined by the very success of the scientific
revolution. Has science become so powerful that it cannot be controlled by democratic processes? Is the scientific community acquiring a
privileged role in government something like that of the ecclesiastical estate in the medieval world? Writing from first-hand experience in
government administration and his service on three presidential advisory panels, as well as from extensive research, Mr. Price describes how
science and technology have weakened the independence of private corporations and broken down some of the checks and balances on which we
have relied for the protection of freedom. In this connection he recounts the recent attempts to set up a notional program of oceanographic
research, showing that the more advanced the scientific and technological programs ore, the more difficult it is to contain them within the normal
departmental structure and the more likely they ore to bypass the regular lines of responsibility. He then faces the question whether science is
leading us toward some new type of centralized power in which its own processes, rather than those of representative democracy, will determine
our policies. He argues, on the contrary, that the more scientific the sciences become, and the more competent to help in the understanding of
public issues, the more freedom of choice they provide for responsible politicians. Science can be translated into political decisions only if its
knowledge can be mixed with political purpose. This is done through...
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