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***** Excerpt from Venerable Philippine Duchesne: A Brief Sketch of the Life and Work of the Foundress of the Society of the Sacred Heart in America
There have been many heroic figures in the history of American Catholicity. The sowing of the faith in our beloved land was not accomplished

lightly. Anguish of soul and weariness of body were required of our pioneers, no less than of those of other lands. Our predecessors in this portion of
God s vineyard left home and kindred and friends and cast themselves on a strange shore, wanderers for God s cause, giving their lives in labor and

anguish of spirit, that the glad tidings of salvation might be spread far and wide. Some of these folk were martyrs in very truth. Through the mercy of
Christ their heart s blood has sanctified our soil. Others by living their length of days in the midst of privations and sorrows, that Christ might be
known and glorified, fell little short of the martyrdom of blood itself. The memory of these still lives, enshrined in hearts that love them for their

tireless zeal and their dauntless courage. Of such pioneers was the Venerable Philippine Duchesne, a truly valiant woman, to whom the American

Church owes a debt of gratitude too great for payment. The following pages are too few to give more than a glimpse of her heroic labors, but they
have caught inspiration from their subject, and something, too, of her fragrant piety. No one will read them without admiration for one who was so
weak and yet so strong, so humble, and yet so daring in work for God. Mother Duchesne has...
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