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***x% An excerpt from the beginning of the first chapter: In the Attic (By way of preface.) IN old days, in merrie England, the chapman or
pamphleteer set up shop in an attic, as much for economy s sake as to be out of easy reach of the police. Commonly he bit the thumb at
Government and the bilks were his natural foes. Great men out of place lent him secret support and countenance, paying the costs of his perilous
trade and supplying him matter for his broadsides. His fidelity to his patrons was his best virtue; in other respects of conduct he was, it is to be
feared, no better than he should have been. But the life was one of constant adventure and as such appealed to many daring spirits. Often they had
to move, and quickly too, yet they were not always quick enough for the emissaries of Government. To stand in the pillory, there to submit to the
nameless outrages of the London mob; to spend long years in jails fouler than a modern sewer; to be whipped and branded by the sovereign
majesty of the law; to be hunted from one rookery to another-such was the lot of many a bold pamphleteer of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth
centuries. Ah, well, my lads, they had a stirring time of it, for all their hard lines, and potently, though obscurely, they made themselves felt on
public opinion, which, as hath been said, is but history in the making. Peace to them!-they and their types, their plotting and pamphleteering, their
ballads and broadsides, have long since vanished from the scene; but some echo of their ancient hardihood,...
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