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Tha way to Gaza from Jerusalem must have been at first through rocky places as now, if not barren or bearing only shrub bushes and scattering
trees. At the plain toward the sea the road passes a fertile district. But we must remember that desert in Scripture often means only uninhabited
land, not necessarily barren or sandy. The spot where tradition places the baptism of the eunuch is in a little brook passing through some of the
finest wheat land now in Palestine. Chariots (v. 27) could not be used in any part of modern Palestine, excepting the road from Jerusalem to Jaffa.
There must have been good roads in the days of the apostles. Many of them are with difficulty passable by animals now. The brook where there was
water (v. 36) is a meandering stream in the plain, dry in Bummer, but having always some water during the winter and spring. Ethiopia is the region
now lying south of Egypt, and might require a journey of 1500 miles to reach Jerusalem. This shows how widespread were the Jews, in consequence
of wars and from being sold as captives in war. It is quite possible that this Ethiopian treasurer was a native of Syria. It shows too how the Jews were
early very highly skilled in finances, an art in which they excel now, as witness the Rothschilds and others of great wealth and financial...
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