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Hydrographic Services Review Panel, 2007 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)173143863 Subject: Hydrographic surveying -- United States. Excerpt: . . . surveys
obtain millions of soundings per hour, but it Despite the growing need for accurate shoreline across takes NOAA on average 16 months to fully
package many disciplines, NOAAs Shoreline Mapping budget and disseminate the data to the mariner. Although has remained relatively static for
many years. NOAAs NOAA forwards dangers to navigation to the mariner ability to collect hydrographic data has outstripped its in short order, the
delay in delivering the full data set capacity to collect shoreline data, but both datasets are is unacceptable. NOAA must take steps to remedy the
required to update the same nautical charting products. situation. Implementing technology improvements to Currently NOAA and its contractors
can evaluate the data ow supply chain now will help eliminate the and remap only 12 of priority port area shoreline processing backlog and reduce
the risk of accident annually, falling well short of NOAAs program target due to outdated navigation information. To this of 20 each year. The bulk of
the 95, 000 miles of U. S. end, HSRP supports NOAAs eHorts to increase coast is open shoreline, which NOAA can currently partnerships with quali
ed private contractors and map at a rate of only 3 a year. Some U. S. shoreline, primarily in Alaska, has never been mapped to modern standards (
see Figure 1 ). There are also many charted areas that have changed signi cantly since they were last mapped ( see Figures 2 and 3 ). The HSRP
strongly supports NOAAs stated goal of mapping major port areas every 5 years, with open shoreline surveyed on...
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