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Army of Northern Virginia continuing to frustrate the Union Army of the Potomac s attempts to take Richmond in 1862 and 1863, President Lincoln
shook things up by turning command of all the armies of the United States to Ulysses S. Grant in March 1864., Lee had won stunning victories at
battles like Chancellorsville and Second Bull Run by going on the oCensive and taking the strategic initiative, but Grant and Lincoln had no
intention of letting him do so anymore. Attaching himself to the Army of the Potomac, Grant ordered Army of the Potomac commander George
Meade, Lee s army is your objective point. Wherever Lee goes, there you will go also. The Battle of the Wilderness was fought so close to where the
Battle of Chancellorsville took place a year earlier that soldiers encountered skeletons that had been buried in shallow graves in 1863. Moreover,
the woods were so thick that neither side could actually see who they were shooting at, and whole brigades at times got lost in the forest. Both
armies sustained heavy casualties while Grant kept attempting to move the fighting to a setting more to his advantage, but the heavy forest made
coordinated movements almost impossible. As Lee kept thwarting the Army of the Potomac during the Overland Campaign, Grant eventually
refused to attack Lee in frontal assaults, and aware that Lee dared not venture out to counterattack, Grant nearly captured Richmond in mid-June
by stealing a march on Lee s army and crossing the James River. The fog of war, poor luck, and a...
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