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Through Portugal and Spain: During the Peninsular War In the month of October, 1812, | bid adieu to my father and old friends, and stepped into the
mail coach, in College Green, Dublin, for Cork. Here | fell asleep with regretful ruminations, it being the first time in my life that | had ever travelled. |
was supported in the trial of this separation, by the prospect of gratifying my curiosity in seeing foreign countries, and acting my part under Lord
Wellington. | considered myself as now beginning the world on my own account, and | indulged in the hopes of becoming a more useful member of
society, and eventually of relating my adventures, on my return home, to all my friends, around the Vicar of Wakefield s fire-side. We arrived in the
morning, about eight o clock, at Kilkenny, where we were much enlivened by a good cheerful fire and breakfast. | travelled inside, yet found it very
cold, and one of the outside passengers was nearly frozen to death during the night. Kilkenny coal emits no smoke, and, when lighted, which takes
more trouble than the common coal, it produces a very strong heat, and leaves no ashes. After breakfast, we again went into the coach, and | was
not a little amused at observing the delightful country we passed through. There were many passengers who came and went during the day, but
they were all silent, except one man, who talked like a parrot, for his tongue never ceased from the time he came into the coach until he left it. He
dwelt much on the mail being robbed, and assured us it was likely to be...
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