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whose character, for the last thirty years, has been the almost constant subject of discussion by this whole nation. His friends constituted a very
large majority of the people, and on their lips his name was the most familiar topic of applause. In their eyes he was mighty in word and in deed. If
he addressed their understandings, they were convinced by what they deemed his unanswerable reasoning; if he spoke to their hearts, their
aHections gushed forth in overflowing gratitude and veneration. In civil and in military life, he was, alike and at all times, the hero they loved and
the chief they admired. This devoted attachment was, however, not universal. A large minority, not only respectable by its numbers, but formidable
by the talents, the moral influence, and the social dignity of its members, had a far diHerent opinion of his character. By them his qualifications as a
statesman were derided; and though his military services were not denied, his opponents were not always unwilling to depreciate the value even of
them. The discussion was bitter enough while it lasted - too bitter perhaps, for the credit of those engaged in it. But death, if it has not closed the
controversy, has at least softened the tone in which it is to be conducted. The king of terrors is merciful as well...
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