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*****.AUTHOR S PREFACE. THE author s purpose in writing this book has been to supply the reader with a convenient introduction to Diophantine
Analysis. The choice of material has been determined by the end in view. No attempt has been made to include all special results, but a large
number of them are to be found both in the text and in the exercises. The general theory of quadratic forms has been omitted entirely, since that
subject would require a volume in itself. The reader will therefore miss such an elegant theorem as the following: Every positive integer may be
represented as the sum of four squares. Some methods of frequent use in the theory of quadratic forms, in particular that of continued fractions,
have been leF out of consideration even though they have some value for other Diophantine questions. This is done for the sake of unity and
brevity. Probably these omissions will not be regretted, since there are accessible sources through which one can make acquaintance with the parts
of the theory excluded. For the range of matter actually covered by this text there seems to be no consecutive exposition in existence at present in
any language. The task of the author has been to systematize, as far as possible, a large number of isolated investigations and to organize the
fragmentary results into a connected body of doctrine. The principal single organizing idea here used and not previously developed systematically
in the literature is that connected with the notion of a multiplicative domain introduced in Chapter II. The table of contents aGords an indication of
the extent and arrangement of the material embodied in the work....
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