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Ronsdale Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, More Heat Than Light?: Sex-DiBerence Science & the Study of Language, Deborah
Cameron, In the Sedgewick lecture for 2012, Professor Deborah Cameron investigates the age-old question of whether men and women are
diBerent kinds of beings, not only physically but also intellectually. She begins by noting that in the 19th century most commentators saw men as
being intellectually superior to women, which was oIen determined with beliefs about their abilities with language. But she also observes that this
position was gradually modified in the 20th century, that is, until the 1990s, when there was a sudden resurgence of the essentialist idea of
diBerence, this time with many writers concluding that women were programmed to be the better language users. Cameron refutes the claims of a
number of recent popular self-help books on the subject, and then proceeds to show how many of the more supposedly scientific books employ
psychobabble to make similar claims about the alleged hard-wired intellectual diBerences between men and women. The question then becomes,
why is it that this essentialist view has caught on when there is so little real evidence? Cameron suggests that it is in part a way of responding to the
pervasive anxiety brought about by massive social changes in the roles of men and women. She also cautions that this new essentialism is having
potentially drastic consequences on the theories and practice of how boys and girls, men and women, are educated.
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