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*****.Excerpt from The American Archaeologist, Vol. 2: Columbus, Ohio, January, 1898 I therefore oDer to your readers simply my recollections of a
visit paid to that desolate, enchanted region in February, 1894, with such observations and facts relative to the ruins and their surroundings that
may not perhaps be familiar to the general public. Emerging from the narrow valley of the Rio Grande, anywhere south of Albuquerque, and
proceeding eastward, we ascend to an arid plateau having an average width of twenty miles, and then hunt for a pass through the Cordillera that
forms its eastern border with peaks of the Sandia, the Bosque, the Manzano, Oscura, etc., rising to an altitude of ten thousand feet. Having
penetrated that rugged barrier we descend through pine-clad slopes and vales to the edge of the plains that extend, here and there wrinkled up into
broken ranges of low mountains, through Texas to the Gulf of Mexico. This vast, dreary expanse for more than a hundred miles is a hemmed-in
basin, producing fine grass, but is almost waterless. Its few streams that flow at the spring melting of the mountain snows have no outlet, but sink
in the thirsty sands. Proceeding from the foot hills of the Cordillera, around or over cut-oD and detached ridges, we come to a chain of ghastly white
salines that once were fresh water lakes, but are now dry beds of dirty salt. The topography of this basin is very peculiar. Extending from the Santa
Fe mountains on the north to the Pecos eastward, and down to the Galinas, Corrizo, Blanca and other mountains far south and southeast, with the
general conformation of a plain, its...
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