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***x* Excerpt: . shaded by thick, arching branches. Suddenly (said Mary) George s collie ran back howling, and tried to snuggle its head under its
master s coat. George patted the beast and laid him down, but the dog still clung about his master s feet, and moaned. George turned the poor
animal round, and tried to force him forward. The collie gave one very loud cry, and died. Then George became mysteriously cold, and presently he
saw a lady standing among the shrubs. She waved to him, and Pg 100 he saw that her eyes were white; then she moved through the trees and
passed away. The sceptical shepherd said that the collie had eaten some phosphorus which had been spread for the rats, but Mary never gave this
prosaic explanation. She and George believed that the dog died of fright, and that the grave organist had seen the lady from the tower, so many
youths grew up believing that the grim square building was haunted. On one night of 1859, Mary had told some of her stories with much effect. A
gale was blowing from the east, and the hoarse roar of the wind sounded very strangely. The school was in the goose-skinned condition which must
be attained by all who wish to catch the true flavour of a ghost story. There came a scraping sound at the door, and a gasping moan. The lads
huddled together and dared not look round. The moan was repeated, and Mary ordered one of her pupils to go at once and open the door. But
discipline was forgotten, and the young gentleman who was deputed to solve the mystery stayed...
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