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REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS ON PROPOSED DRAFT OF NEW CITY CHARTER FOR CITY OF PORTLAND,
MAINE (CLASSIC REPRINT)

Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.Excerpt from Report of Commissioners on Proposed DraB of New City Charter for City of Portland, Maine The undersigned, who were
appointed by vote of the City Council, Commissioners to prepare a draB of a new Charter, respectfully report the accompanying draB, with the
following explanations: - It has been the purpose of the Commissioners to make no changes in the present Charter, except in matters where the
Commissioners were unanimously of the opinion that better results could be secured by the changes proposed. The most important changes are
the following: - 1. A single board of fourteen Aldermen is established, instead of two boards as at present. This change is recommended by the
Commissioners, because it assimilates the management of a municipal corporation to that of a business corporation, and is believed to be in accord
with the best thought and practice in this matter. The adoption of two boards is an imitation of our national and state form of government, which in
its legislative branch consists of two bodies, with an important distinction omitted in our present Charter, which is, that the two bodies shall be
elected by diEerent constituencies. Our present boards are elected by the same constituency, and form no real check upon each other. Upon
important matters, the members of both boards meet together, and might as well, so far as all practical results are concerned, vote together. In
addition to the above, the fact that the Board of Aldermen are the municipal oEicers of the city, and by a recent law are vested with the direction
and control of all subordinate city officers, necessarily makes the Common Council an unimportant adjunct...
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