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****% S0, YOU WANT to give something back to your community? Your mother taught you that it was your responsibility to participate in charity
work. You want to help kids. You re a patron of the arts. You are a friend of the environment, tigers, snail darters and spotted owls. You believe in

the cause, whatever that is. Maybe you just want to have the satisfaction of doing something for someone else without thought of reward. So, you
want to be a volunteer. Easy enough. Just run down to your favourite local charity and sign right up. Sounds easy enough, but as you may discover,
being a volunteer may place you quickly out of your depth. Many non-profit organizations, churches, religious groups, and other charities depend
on volunteers. Some are highly organized and interview potential volunteers, screening them and matching them to jobs which fit their skills.
Others take whoever shows up, stick a soup ladle in their hands and leave them to it, sometimes to their discomfort and sometimes even to their
hazard. Volunteerism has an ancient an honourable history. Throughout the history of the world, people have banded together to accomplish
through mutual effort, what was impractical or even impossible to accomplish alone. Everyone helped build everyone s farms. Neighbours helped
harvest each other s crops, build roads, care for children and the aged. It wasn t till the rise of the Industrial age and the spread of money as a means
of exchange that people began to be more self-sufficient. Instead of trading labour, we began to hire labourers to build our barns, harvest our crops
and cut trails and roads. Civilians and loved ones had...
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