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We do see that as an area of diEiculty and both with respect to administration of VISNs and with respect to the number of nurses and physicians
that they need to employ. We think it is imperative that these staEing standards be developed and adhered to. ODRIGUEZ Mr. R. So who checks on
them if you are not doing it Is the GAO the ones who check on that for hospital standards or stuE like that, for existing standards now that exist out
there for accreditation of hospitals and clinics Dr. D. My group goes to each of the 150, thereabout, major AIGH medical facilities on a 3-year
schedule. And we devote most of our energies to assuring that processes are in place to ensure that vet-erans get quality healthcare, that peer
review is ongoing, that other fundamental administrative processes occur so that if an error occurs in the hospital, the hospital will react
appropriately to that. Mr. R. But are there not some set standards already for ODRIGUEZ hospitals that exist out there, and are we close to any of
those standards There has got to be some degree of accreditation in cer-tain hospitals already, national standards Do we go by those at all Dr. D.
JCAHO accredits hospitals, and that would be an or-AIGH ganization diEerent than ours. And we apply some JCAHO stand-ards to the work we do.
The standards that we normally try to apply are VAs policies that they...
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