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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. [.]life-the famous house at Down, in Kent. Writing to his friend Mr. Fox, on March 28th, 1843, he says, I am
very slowly progressing with a volume, or rather pamphlet, on the volcanic islands which we visited: I manage only a couple of hours per day, and
that not very regularly. It is uphill work writing books, which cost money in publishing, and which are not read even by geologists. The work
occupied Darwin during the whole of the year 1843, and was issued in the spring of the following year, the actual time engaged in preparing it being
recorded in his diary as from the summer of 1842 to January 1844; but the author does not appear to have been by any means satisfied with the
result when the book was finished. He wrote to Lyell, You have pleased me much by saying that you intend looking through my Volcanic Islands; it
cost me eighteen months!!! and I have heard of very few who have read it. Now I shall feel, whatever little (and little it is) there is confirmatory of old
work, or new, will work its eKect and not be lost. To Sir Joseph Hooker he wrote, I have just finished a little volume on the volcanic islands which we
visited. I do not know how far you care for dry simple geology, but I hope you will let me send you a copy. Every geologist knows how full of interest
and suggestiveness is this book of[.].
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