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***** Excerpt from The Manuscripts of J. J. Hope Johnstone, Esq. Of Annandale, Vol. 9 At the Restoration of King Charles the Second, James
Johnstone, the second Earl of Hartfell, in1661-2, obtained three new historical peerages of Earl of Annandale, Viscount Annand, and Lord
Lochmaben, added to his already existing four peerages of Earl of Hartfell, Lord Johnstone of Lochwood, Moffatdale, and Evandale. His son, the
second Earl of Annandale, inherited all these peerages, and was advanced by King William to the high rank of Marquis of Annandale. The Marquis
held many public offices, and his official correspondence furnishes a large portion of the Annandale Collections. The first part of the present Report,
Nos.1 to 101, deals with some of the family charters properly so called, but much more with a series of miscellaneous writs in the form of manrents,
contracts, assurances of bodily safety, personal obligations, and others. These are selected from a number of similar writs as the best examples of
their class, and, though they record no incidents of great moment, they are valuable as exhibiting the inner history of Border life under the Wardens
of the Marches. Taking a portion of the writs seriatim, No.1 records a Gift by Archibald, fourth Earl of Douglas, in 1408, of the lands of Drumgrey, near
Moffat, in Dumfriesshire, to William Johnstone. The royal charter, No.2, by King James the Second, relates to the ancient family of Corbet of
Hardgray in 1449. The charter is not enrolled in the existing Register of the Great Seal. The next royal charter, No.3, by the same sovereign, in 1455
records the gift of the office of Steward of Annandale to John...
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