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excess of hyperbole; for the poet s imagination always outruns the cold severity of pure reason, and
we are accustomed to make a proper allowanco for the language of passion. 4. Thus, also, when the
Psalmist says, Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they keep not thy law, we understand
that he merely intended to describe his excessive grief: and when, in the last verse of the Gospel
according to St. John, we read, And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if
they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books
that should be written, we do not take the words literally, but we understand that what John had
written was but a scanty description of the deeds and words of Jesus. The examples in the
following...
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