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Mandaean writings are still to the souls of Oriental scholars what the man with the iron mask is to the student of modern history. Noldeke, in
reviewing Euting s edition of the MSS. of the Quolasta and others, says: I have busied myself for years with the Mandaeans; I have read the newly-
edited books carefully through twice, and parts of them much oHener, . and yet I have not so far arrived at any adequate understanding. Noldeke,
however, as aforesaid, attacks the subject as a philologist only, and though his work is, as such, unique, indispensable and far above criticism from
any living scholar, nevertheless the fact remains that no amount of pure philology will ever wrest from these faded pages the secret of their silence-
-by which I mean that long-vanished state of mental aKairs under which they were collected and copied; and no amount of scholarship, pure and
simple, will, be able to put its finger again on the long-stilled pulse of throbbing life in which the ideas they contained were conceived. All the
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have here a new view with regard to the unexplored periods in the life of the Nazarene Teacher, namely, those which concern His occult work, and
possibly also, a new view of Him in...
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