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***** The train from Palermo was late. Already long, shadowy fingers were reaching down the valleys across which the railroad track meandered.
Far to the left, out of an opalescent sea, rose the fairy-like Lipari Islands, and in the farthest distance Stromboli lifted its smoking cone above the
horizon. On the landward side of the train, as it reeled and squealed along its tortuous course, were gray and gold Sicilian villages perched high
against the hills or drowsing among fields of artichoke and sumac and prickly pear.
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