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private and personal feelings, if, however important are the other matters which have been introduced in the course of this discussion, I commence
my observations by a reference to that subject of deep interest to me and to my colleagues which has just been brought under the notice of the
House by my right hon. friend. For his abilities I entertain the highest respect and admiration--admiration equalled only by my respect for his private
character. I confirm in every particular the statements made by my right hon friend. My right hon. friend did intimate to his colleagues at an early
period, that he thought it improbable he should be enabled to co-operate with them, as a member of the Queen s government, and with the
responsibilities and obligations which that situation implies, in the measures they had in contemplation with respect to education in Ireland. If my
right hon. friend did not immediately press his resignation, for that I am responsible. I was unwilling to lose, until the latest moment, the
advantages I derived from one I consider capable of rendering the highest and most eminent services to the country, and who was a distinguished
ornament of the government. I think it right to state, or rather re-state, that it is not with regard to any question of commercial policy that my right
hon. friend has sent in his resignation. For three years 1...
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