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University of Missouri Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Beyond Innocence, or
the Altersroman in Modern Fiction, Linda A. Westervelt, In this groundbreaking work, Linda A.
Westervelt defines an important yet previously unidentified and therefore unnamed type of novel,
the altersroman, or age novel. Fictions focusing on a protagonist's confrontation with mortality
toward the end of middle age are likely to become ever more prominent in a Western world in
which the average age of the population increases and more people reach late middle age and old
age.Working from a diverse sample of modern literature, Westervelt analyzes the variety of
responses to the life evaluation. Some characters achieve a level of affirmation that allows renewal,
redirection, or simply peace, while others confront feelings of disgust or despair that so little time is
left them. Her altersromane are books about seeking wisdom, though not everyone of this age
becomes wise. The use of the term "altersroman" highlights the fact that the altersroman is a
classification comparable to but also clearly distinguishable from the bildungsroman, wherein
characters make the transition from youth to adulthood. Westervelt contrasts her older
protagonists' characteristics with the equivalent characteristics in the bildungsroman through an
examination of...
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Reviews

If you need to adding benefit, a must buy book. This really is for all who statte that there had not been a well worth reading. It is extremely di=icult to leave
it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Claud Bernhard

It is an remarkable pdf which i have ever go through. Of course, it can be play, nonetheless an interesting and amazing literature. I realized this pdf from
my dad and i suggested this book to discover.
-- Dr. Gerda Bergnaum
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