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cause is largely responsible for the demand for skilled labor like machinists and iron and steel workers, and the interest shown by manufacturers in
drawing upon and training the unskilled men to fill their needs. Also, the increased wages paid to skilled workers has caused a general feeling of
unrest in labor circles, which, coupled with the constantly increasing cost of living, and the insufficient supply of ordinary labor, has caused the
demand and the necessity for higher wages. In general excavation work, labor forms a very important part and one of the most variable items of cost
entering into the contractors or engineers estimates on a job. Hence, they are looking for and quickly seize upon any good method of saving labor,
frequently developing or adapting ways and means to their needs which have been very successful in keeping down costs and enabling them to
break even on their bids. Probably, the chief of these is the development and use of the lower grades of dynamite, which is rapidly finding favor
among men in this line of work. In rock, the efficiency and necessity of using dynamite has long been recognized, but when this high grade
explosive was used in earth excavation work, the results were far from being satisfactory. This is due to the character of the material being worked,
rock work requiring a quick-acting, shattering force to give results, while in earth...
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