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being already swollen to a sufficient bulk, it would be unreasonable to distend it further by a tedious preface; though where considerable blame
attaches, it is natural to look around for a defence. The reasons that delayed the publication, then, which | had formed into a regular apology, on a
serious review, are suppressed. A detail of particulars could not be introduced without appearing in the language of egotism: and, on the whole, the
conduct of those writers appears most worthy of imitation, who throw themselves on the candour of their readers; preferring to be spattered over
with other people s censures, to being decorated with the chaplets of their own vanity, and besmeared with the perfumes of their own praise. About
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state of such historical works.
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