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*****.Excerpt from The First Tennessee Regiment, United States Volunteers Crittenden and the slaughter of the crew of the ill-fated Virginius, and to
put an end to the starving of noncombating Cuban women and children: but over and above all surged the resolution to punish Spain for the insult
oFered to the stars and stripes on February 15, 1898. Then there was obliterated the imaginary line between North and South: sons of the Lost
Cause and of the Union were actuated by the same high patriotism, and it could then be truthfully sung: There is a cry that rises and swells on every
breeze - No laggards on the shore and no laggards on the seas; From homes of Lee and Lincoln the patriot souls are seen - Thank God! the land s
united, the old flag waves serene And Tennessee? As had been her course since her admission into the Union in 1796, she showed by her
enthusiasm her indorsement of the sentiment - Our country, may she aways be right: but - our country, right or wrong! All the States promised their
quota of troops, but even as early as April 20, this telegram was sent to the papers from Washington, proving once more Tennessee s right to be
called the Volunteer State: Washington, April 20. - All day to-day letters and telegrams have been pouring in upon Secretary of War Alger from
prominent citizens of Tennessee, oFering their services in the event of war. Similar telegrams have been received by the Tennessee delegation,
which were duly forwarded to the war department. So far more offers have been received from Tennessee than from any other State...
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