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Massachusetts Addison Emery Verrill, first professor of zoology at Yale University, was one of the leading figures in the third era of American
conchology, which William H. Dall called the Stimpsonian Period after William Stimpson (1832-1872). This period can hardly be said to have been
introduced by an epoch-making work, but gradually the old methods were discarded for the new. This meant adopting radical changes in
classification and welcoming the theory of evolution with all the light it shed in dark places (Dall, 1888:97). Stimpson was preparing a manual of the
marine invertebrates from Maine to Georgia for the Smithsonian Institution based on the most extensive collection of eastern American
invertebrates ever brought together, but it, along with the manuscript, was destroyed in the great Chicago fire of October 1871. Stimpson died the
following year, only forty years old. It was Verrill who with the aid of his brother-in-law, Sidney Irving Smith, prepared a more geographically
limited, but comprehensive manual, Report upon the Invertebrate Animals of Vineyard Sound and adjacent waters (1873). Verrill was to write
extensively on the marine invertebrates of eastern North America based on subsequent collections made by the United States Fish Commission.
Many of these works were exclusively on mollusks. Some, like those of Dall, were based on the spoils of Alexander Agassiz expeditions on the
government ships Blake and Albatross which Agassiz undertook at his own expense. When Dall wrote his paper, Some American Conchologists
(1888), Stimpson, who was thirteen years his senior, was long dead cut off early in his career showing more promise...
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