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not possibly alter his sign at every change of style. The shop, he generally left to the management of his wife he himself spend ing most of the day in
the workroom, where he kept a sharp eye on his four or five journeymen. A narrow entry led past the shop into a small, well-kept courtyard, in
whose centre stood a tall acacia-tree, three quarters of which had died for want of air and sunlight, so that only its topmost branches were still
adorned with a few pale green, consumptive-looking leaves, which every autumn turned yellow some weeks before any oth er foliage. Here, in one
corner, beside the pump, an arbor had been erected by the head journeyman, for the daughter of the house, when a school-girl; it consisted of a few
small poles roughly nailed together, and now overgrown with bean-vines, which bloomed most dutifully every summer, but in the best years never
produced more than a handful of stunted pods. A little bed alon the so - called sunny side of the house con tained all sorts of8 plants that seek the
shade, and thrive luxu riantly around cisterns and cellars; and...
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