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Duke University Press, United States, 1993. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book. In the modern imagination the peasant survives as a creature of the land, suspicious of
the outside world and resistant to change, either the repository of pristine innocence and virtue or
the manifestation of everything nasty, brutish, and at best dull. The Land and the Loom replaces
this picture with a richly textured, deeply researched portrait of the peasant s life and world in
northern France in the early modern period. Drawing on evidence culled from parish registers,
notarial records, and judicial archives, Liana Vardi outlines the development of the linen weaving
trade in Montigny and details the local peasants participation. The peasants that emerge from her
study are not the figures of tradition, driven solely by symbolic attachment to the land and
unreasonably devoted to village solidarities. Instead they reveal remarkable flexibility and diversity,
not only improving farming methods and raising yields during the eighteenth century, but also
using land to finance investments in industry and to develop local business, far-flung commercial
networks and complex credit mechanisms. The eighteenth-century French countryside appears as
a region and time of capitalist experimentation, cut short by pre-Revolutionary...
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ReviewsReviews

A must buy book if you need to adding benefit. It can be rally fascinating throgh studying period of time. I am just happy to explain how this is the very best
ebook i actually have read within my individual existence and could be he finest book for ever.
-- Cydney Hand-- Cydney Hand

Excellent e-book and useful one. It can be rally intriguing throgh looking at time period. Once you begin to read the book, it is extremely di@icult to leave it
before concluding.
-- Pasquale Klocko-- Pasquale Klocko
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