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Review, Vol. 38: October, 1866 To the man of intelligence and thought, the world of art is not the same as it was to one of like power of a century ago.
Not that great art is at all diEerent now from what it was then; not that we can teach a man now by rule to write a great poem, or paint a great
picture, or improvise a sublime song, or extemporize a masterly oration, any more than we can teach a lark to ?ap its wings by instruction out of
Whewell, or a nightingale to sing according to the musical grammar of Calcott; not, above everything else, that any other than God can make the
great artist, and not that any other than a great artist can produce a grand poem, or painting, or song, or ora tion; but that, given the great artist,
made of God, and clothed of him with his mission, we have all this knowledge to aid him in his work, and, given the man of common sense and
culture with the discerning eye, he has all this knowledge at his command to enable him to study, and understand, and give intelligent judgment
concerning the artist s great productions. The two men, of the past and of the present, brought Side by side, look upon essentially the same thing,
but he of the present with diEerent and vastly clearer vision. This restless scientific activity thus reaches and employs itself in every department of
thought. The educated, thinking men in every community are under its dominant in?uence, and though not with the masses the chief moulding
force, it yet exerts more or less power...
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