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Revolution, while his father, Zachary Taylor, rode military fame all the way to the White House in 1840. During the Mexican-American War, Taylor

was a military secretary for his famous father. When the Civil War broke out, Taylor began quickly rising through the ranks, leading a regiment at the
Battle of First Bull Run. Taylor had all the right connections, but he was a skilled leader, quickly becoming a brigadier general under Stonewall
Jackson, serving during the renowned Shenandoah Valley Campaign in 1862. Taylor became major general and was sent to Louisiana, partly
because his arthritis had left him disabled during the Seven Days Battles during the Peninsula Campaign in the summer of 1862. Taylor struggled
with inadequate troops and supplies out west for the rest of the year, but he performed admirably enough to be promoted to Lieutenant General
before the end of the war. Nathan Bedford Forrest noted that Taylor was the biggest man in the lot. If we d had more like him, we would have licked
the Yankees long ago. After the war, Taylor authored Destruction and Reconstruction, considered one of the most credible memoirs written by a

Civil War veteran. Taylor focuses on the Confederacy s grand war strategy, casting a critical eye. He was an unreconstructed rebel during
Reconstruction, so the memoirs finish by discussing Reconstruction politics.
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