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University of Tennessee Press, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. The Hero and the Witness is a
harrowing and comic story of nineteen-year-old Lucius s ordeal as a merchant seaman caught in the crossfire between an enigmatic scapegoat and
a violent crew en route to Chile. In To Play the Con, Lucius, now a teacher and a first-time novelist, cons his little brother s six small-town victims
into accepting restitution for passing bad checks, a scam their older brother taught him and that may send him to the chain gang. Lucius works
another con in Nothing Dies, but Something Mourns by persuading an ancient lady in a mountain town to tell him the romantic story of her brief
love affair with Jesse James. In the innovative novella Marble Goddesses and Mortal Flesh, Lucius, now middle-aged and a successful novelist, buys
the derelict Bijou Theater where he was a very young usher and becomes immersed to the brink of psychosis in memories of the immortal movie
goddesses of the 40s and the mortal girls of his youth.The novella is the perfect medium for this wide-ranging author to explore the power of the
imagination and of oral storytelling in the lives of his characters. Madden s unmatched scope in this collection could draw comparisons to Joseph
Conrad, Henry James, Thomas Wolfe, and James M. Cain equally well.
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