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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.Excerpt from Folklore of Wells: Being a Study of Water-Worship in East and West For literary conceits and dreams of authorship there is no
more powerful antidote than the tedium of oEicial life. It radically cures all such morbid propensities. This little book, however, owes its inspiration
to oEice routine. It was in connection with oEicial business that my interest in the subject of water-worship was awakened about six years ago
when in my capacity as Municipal Secretary of Bombay I received several protests against requisitions for the closing of wells. In the course of its
campaign against malaria the Municipality had to call upon owners of wells breeding anopheles mosquitos to close them. The owners protested
against these orders and in their petitions they cited traditions concerning the sanctity of water and related stories of spirits residing in the wells
which to one ignorant of the social organization and customs of the people might appear to be nothing more than old wives tales and babble, or
mere pretexts to shirk civic responsibilities, but which a student of traditional lore has learnt to prize as priceless fragments of information
concerning the condition of human thought of bygone ages. OGen during ones investigation of such local accounts one comes across examples
where history is in close contact with popular tradition, illustrating abundantly the inherent value of what Sir Henry Mame slightingly called the
slippery testimony concerning savages which is gathered from travellers tales. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct...
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