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Engagement in the Annals of War The furious battle in Hampton Roads in the spring of 1862. which began with the sinking of the Cumberland, the
burning of the Congress, the setting on fire of live Ninnetoso, and the rout of the Roanoke and St. Lawrence - all Federal men-of-war - by the great
iron-clad Merrimae in a single afternoon, and ended with the gallant attack of the tiny Monitor upon the big floating battery the next morning, is one
of the most momentous and remarkable naval engagements known in history. None of the features of war that make battles glorious were wanting
in this sanguinary conflict upon the shallow strait which on that spring morning separated the camp of the Northern troops from the white tents
and grim batteries of the soldiers of the South. The tale of that day abounds in deeds of valor and heroic achievement from the hour the Cumberland
sank with guns roaring and colors flying until the brave commander of the Monitor, with his eyes blinded from the eEects of the enemy s shot, gave
orders from the couch where he lay to his gallant comrades about him. But the great and lasting issue of the battle between the Merrimac and the
Monitor is the fact that it revolutionised the Navies of the world. This was the first light of lion-clad vessels, and its effect was to pronounce the doom
of line-of-battle ships, and to demonstrate that rams and iron-clads were in future to decide all naval warfare. Another remarkable...
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