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***** This is a high quality book of the original classic edition. This is a freshly published edition of this culturally important work, which is now, at
last, again available to you. Enjoy this classic work. These few paragraphs distill the contents and give you a quick look inside: (23:3) Tradesmen will
at once tell us that they know what is required to find the fourth number, for they have not yet forgotten the rule which was given to them
arbitrarily without proof by their masters; others construct a universal axiom from their experience with simple numbers, where the fourth number
is self-evident, as in the case of 2, 4, 3, 6; here it is evident that if the second number be multiplied by the third, and the product divided by the first,
the quotient is 6; when they see that by this process the number is produced which they knew beforehand to be the proportional, they infer that
the process always holds good for finding a fourth number proportional. .[61] (1) While leaving such persons in their error, we will take care to
derive from our argument with them a truth serviceable for our purpose, namely, [61a] that the mind, in paying attention to a thing hypothetical or
false, so as to meditate upon it and understand it, and derive the proper conclusions in due order therefrom, will readily discover its falsity; and if
the thing hypothetical be in its nature true, and the mind pays attention to it, so as to understand it, and deduce the truths which are derivable from
it, the mind will proceed with an uninterrupted series of apt conclusions; in the same way...
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