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your pardon, Sir--If Segismund, My cousin, whom I shall rejoice to hail As Prince of Poland too, as you propose, Be to a trial coming upon which
More, as I think, than life itself depends, Why, Sir, with sleep-disorder d senses brought To this uncertain contest with his stars? Because it is
uncertain, see you not? For as I think I can discern between The sudden flaws of a sleep-startled man, And of the savage thing we have to dread; If
but bewilder d, dazzled, and uncouth, As might the sanest and the civilest In circumstance so strange--nay, more than that, If moved to any
outbreak short of blood, All shall be well with him; and how much more, If mid the magic turmoil of the change, He shall so calm a resolution show
As scarce to reel beneath so great a blow! But if with savage passion uncontroll d He lay about him like the brute foretold, And must as suddenly be
caged again; Then what redoubled anguish and despair, From that brief flash of blissful liberty Remitted--and forever--to his chain! Which so much
less, if on the stage of glory Enter d and exited through such a door Of sleep as makes a dream of...
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