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and tibolone-to reduce the risk of invasive breast cancer in women without pre-existing cancer. This therapy is sometimes referred to as
chemoprevention in the literature, although this is not a fully accurate representation of the intervention. Tamoxifen and raloxifene are approved
by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for this indication and tibolone is not. Raloxifene is approved for use by postmenopausal women only.
Current clinical recommendations, including those from the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force issued in 2002, support tamoxifen use for primary
breast cancer prevention in women considered at high risk for breast cancer by the Gail model or other criteria and low risk for adverse events.
However, use of risk-reducing medications for breast cancer is believed to be low in the United States. The purpose of this review is to evaluate the
comparative effectiveness of tamoxifen citrate, raloxifene, and tibolone to reduce the risk of primary breast cancer; assess the nature and
magnitude of harms; and examine how benefits and harms vary by age, breast cancer risk status, and other factors. The review was originally
entitled Comparative Effectiveness of Chemotherapy Agents in the Prevention of Primary Breast Cancer in Women. Peer review comments
suggested that the terms chemotherapy and prevention were misnomers. The term medications to reduce risk is a...
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