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The potato formed the chief crop and food of the peasantry till its failure in 1845-C-7. Flax is extensively cultivated in Ulster. 3. Animals.--No animal
of the serpent tribe, moles, or toads, are found in Ireland. The bones and horns of a gigantic elk, now extinct, are found in the bogs. The pig is an
inmate of the peasant s cabin, and is carefully tended as the gentleman that pays the rent. People.--The pop. is nearly all of Celtic origin; but in
Ulster most of the inhabitants are of Scotch descent, and remarkable for intelligence and industry. The native Irish language, spoken in some parts
of the S. and W., is a Celtic dialect, cognate with the Gaelic of the Scottish Highlands, and the Manx of the I. of Man. Episcopacy was, till 1871, the
established religion, and Presbyterianism is strong in Ulster, but the great mass of the pop. are R. C.--The Irish are distinguished from the English by
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