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best works for the tribes and their members. It enables participating tribes to serve their members according to their unique political, social,
economic and cultural circumstances, with maximum efficiency and effectiveness. Tribes are the governments for their Indian members. Self-
Governance thus represents what | believe is a Republican philosophical precept holding that local government best represents and serves the
people. The purpose of todays hearing is to hear from several tribes that have been involved in Self-Governance since it was formalized in the late
1980s. The Commiittee is interesting in a status check on the Self-Governance experiment. How successful has it been in serving their members and
managing their assets Are there problems, and how can Congress address them on a government-to-government basis with the tribes What does
the future hold for Self-Governance This is a fairly open-ended hearing, and | think our witnesses are eager to tell the story of their experiences. The
Chairman. I would now like to recognize Mr. Kildee for an opening statement. STATEMENT OF HON. DALE KILDEE, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS

FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN Mr. Kildee. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First | would like to submit a statement on behalf of the Ranking Democrat,

Mr. Rahall. The Chairman. Without objection. Mr. Kildee. Second, | will be very brief. | never leave home without two things. As a matter of fact, | was
at the French Embassy one night and one of my Indian friends asked me--I always carry this Constitution, which does not grant you your
sovereignty...
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