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Subject: Military bases -- Environmental aspects. Excerpt: . . . Our past work has also identified a number of challenges to DODs eCorts Challenges
to DODs in undertaking environmental cleanup activities at defense sites, including Environmental BRAC sites. For example, we have reported the
following: Cleanup ECorts DODs preliminary cost estimates for environmental cleanup at specific sites may not reflect the full cost of cleanup. That
is, costs are generally expected to increase as more information becomes known about the extent of the cleanup needed at a site to make it safe
enough to be reused by others. We reported in 2007 that our experience with prior BRAC rounds had shown that cost estimates tend to increase
significantly once 18 more detailed studies and investigations are completed. Environmental cleanup issues are unique to each site. However, we
have reported that three key factors can lead to delays in the cleanup and transfer of sites. These factors are ( 1 ) technological constraints that limit
DODs ability to accurately identify, detect, and clean up unexploded ordnance from a particular site, ( 2 ) prolonged negotiations between
environmental regulators and DOD about the extent to which DODs actions are in compliance with environmental regulations and laws, and ( 3 ) the
discovery of previously undetected environmental contamination that can result in the need for further cleanup, cost increases, and delays in
property transfer. In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, while the data indicate that DOD has made progress in cleaning up its contaminated sites, they also
show that a significant amount of work remains to be done. Given the large number of sites that DOD must clean up, we recognize that it faces a
significant challenge. Addressing...
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