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Anatomy: A Lecture Introductory to a Course Delivered in the Philadelphia Anatomical Rooms, Session of 1823-4 To bring these truths nearer to your
minds, let us glance at the relations which subsist between the diGerent parts of our body. We every where observe, that the nerves and blood-
vessels are the great agents of sensation, nutri tion, and life. Yet these have no independent existence; they are themselves supplied with nerves,
blood-vessels and absorbents. Here, we are at once carried to the ut most limits of our comprehension, for in what an infinitely diminished series
may not the nerves and blood-vessels ex ist, when they go to supply the vessels of vessels, and the nerves of nerves! Observe the manner in which
the due balance of actions is maintained in our bodies; one set of vessels absorb and another deposit; one set accumulates and another removes.
When this equilibrium is destroyed disease ensues, and, if it be not restored, death must suc ceed. This leads us at once to infer the true value of
that knowledge, which enables us to understand the complex actions of our system, so that we may check their ia ordinateness or remedy their
defects. In the organs of sense.we find every thing that is wonderful in design, and admi rable in execution. We behold Omnipotence in every prof
duct, and Omniscience in every plan. We see system within system, organ within organ, each diGering from the other, performing diGerent oGices,
all tending to the per fection ofa common function; which itself is but a small part, contributed to the perfection of the general whole. With such
views of the subject, we may be excused for ex...
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