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Radioanalytical Laboratory Response Network, the Integrated Consortium of Laboratory Networks ( ICLN ) work group found that, in the case of a
radiological dispersion device, or dirty bomb, in an urban district, 350, 000 environmental samples would need to be collected over 12 months and
more than 100, 000 clinical samples would need to be collected, analyzed, and processed within the first few days. Not only did the work group
identify a lack of capacity to deal with this volume, it also highlighted a lack of competency due to: a lack of laboratory analytical methods specific
for emergency response needs, reduc-tion in radiochemistry expertise due to retirements, lack of formal training pro-grams for radioanalytical labs,
and reduction in federal radiological proficiency test-ing programs. We no longer have the luxury to not maintain this capacity. I look forward to
hearing from todays witnesses about how these capacity and competency gaps can be addressed. Chairman M. Thank you. There will be a recession
fol-ILLER lowing the hearing to celebrate Mr. Sensenbrenners and my agree-ment. If there are any Members who wish to submit additional opening
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