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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.It was a week and a-half before Christmas. My daughter, Monique Nelson, had just finished having her annual holiday portrait taken
with her two year old son, Jayden at a one-hour photo shop on Stockton Boulevard in Sacramento. AFer the photoshoot, they stopped in at Fly
Cuts Styles barbershop next door, where Jayden oFen got his hair cut, to get gum from the 25[ gumball machine and to say hi to the barbers before
heading home. Just as Monique was buckling little Jayden into his car seat, what police described as a massive firefight broke out between two
rival gangs who happened to also be at the barbershop. Monique instinctively draped her body over her baby to protect him. One bullet smashed
through the window of her Chevy Tahoe and into her body. Six other people were injured in that maelstrom. Jayden survived. But Monique did not.
She died in her baby s lap. Six people were subsequently arrested and charged in Monique s murder. I had recently taken a health-related, early
retirement from a successful career as an elementary school principal. My three children had grown to be wonderful, independent young people
with giFs and talents of their own. But immediately aFer Monique s violent death, I found myself spiraling into the Black Hole of grief-an
unimaginable place that too many American mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, grandparents and other family members, friends, and a lovers all
too oFen find themselves. I thought I had a way out when I focused my energies on the task of raising the child of my child, which was Monique s
wish as expressed in her will. But that carpet of comfort was pulled...
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