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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Russo-
Japanese War, Vol. 1 Primorsk or Maritime Province, was ceded to the Tsar. Nearly three centuries earlier, the Cossack Yermak, acting under
Imperial auspices, had led his motley band of freebooters eastward across the Urals to subjugate Siberia, and his successors in expansive effort now
found themselves established on the far distant shores of the Sea of Japan. The advance to the dreary confines of the Asiatic continent, though at
times spasmodic, had been rapid, conquest had led to conquest, and the treaty signed at Peking marked a stage, but not the last, in the absorption
of vast regions into the Russian Empire. Checked again and again in her efforts to reach the Mediterranean, Russia had followed the line of least
resistance, and though it led her far afield, she now possessed a scientific frontier on the sea. The Peking treaty was a veritable triumph of
Muscovite diplomacy, extracted as it was from the Chinese at a time when, smarting from the lesson lately taught them by the Allies, they were in
no humour to resist demands. But though Russia s eastward boundary was now washed by the same sea that half surrounds the Empire of Japan,
her aspirations in those distant regions were unsatisfied. Along the coast line of her new possessions no ice-free port exists, and Vladivostok at its
southern extremity, whither the Russian naval headquarters were moved from Nikolaievsk, lying ten degrees to the north, is closed by ice for three
months of the year. From that port, too, admission to the Pacific mainly depended on the goodwill of Japan, for the two principal avenues which
open on that ocean were practically in her handsi On the north-east,...
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