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words. Thus, Genesis is called Bereschith, since it begins with that word; Exodus, Veelleh Shemoth; Numbers, Vayedabber; Deuteronomy, Elleh
Haddebarim. The present book is called Vayikra. It is also called Thorah Cohenim, i.e., The Law of the Priests, and so it is designated in the Arabic
and Syriac Versions. In the Septuagint it is called Leuiticon and in our version Leviticus, since it treats of the sacrifices, the priesthood of Aaron, and
various other rites and ceremonies, the due performance of which belonged strictly to the tribe of Levi, as being especially dedicated to the service
of the sanctuary. The author of this Book was Moses: a fact which is not only admitted by the Jews, but which is confirmed by the authority of the
New Testament in several places, e.g., compare S. Matthew viii. 4 with Lev. xiv. 4, 10: S. John viii. 5 with Lev. xx. 10, Deut. xxii. 22, etc. The Book of
Leviticus may be divided into four principal parts: - I. - Various laws concerning the sacrifices to be oIered by the Israelites, and certain other rites
connected with them. E.g., the burnt oIering: the meal oIering: the peace oIering: the sin oIering: the trespass oIering. Chap, i.-vii. II. - The
Institution of the Aaronic priesthood. This part contains an account of the consecration of Aaron and his sons to their oIice: the first oIerings of
Aaron: the descent of fire from Heaven: the sin of Nadab and Abihu in offering strange fire, and their punishment. Chap,...
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