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***x* Excerpt from Merck s Archives The knowledge we need concerning the nature of the various diseases and the true means of combating them
can only be discovered in research laboratories. How many laboratories are there in America for the study of the effects of drugs ill health and
disease? Where are the physical and biological laboratories for the study of the fundamental laws of life? Professor Rowland answers these
pertinent questions in the following words: We see a few miserable structures here and there occupied by a few starving professors, who are nobly
striving to do the best with the feeble means at their disposal. But where in the world is the institute of pure research in any department of science
with an income of $100,000,000 per year? Where can the discoverer in pure science earn more than the wages of a day laborer or cook? But
$100,000,000 per year is but the price of an army or of a navy designed to kill other people. Just think of it, that 1 percent, of this sum seems to most
people too great to save our children and descendants from misery and even death! The public will tax themselves willingly to destroy life, but
refuse to do anything toward saving life. Rich men spend fortunes to perpetuate their names in charities, in libraries, in monuments, in churches,
and in colleges, but no one has thought far enough ahead to endow a therapeutic research laboratory. Legislatures vote the public funds in the line
in which bequests usually go, but the people continue to suffer, because of public parsimony in the matter of medical research. While the doctor is
blamed...
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