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groundbreaking account of what it was like to live in a Victorian body from one of our best historians. Why did the great philosophical novelist
George Eliot feel so self-conscious that her right hand was larger than her left? Exactly what made Darwin grow that iconic beard in 1862, a good
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today, but would stop, appalled, if we knew its origins? Kathryn Hughes follows a thickened index finger or deep baritone voice into the realms of
social history, medical discourse, aesthetic practise and religious observance - its language is one of admiring glances, cruel sniggers, an implacably
turned back. The result is an eye-opening, deeply intelligent, groundbreaking account that brings the Victorians back to life and helps us
understand how they lived their lives.
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