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This paper makes a brief introduction of the human rights movement, its evolution from the US and
French revolution to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Vienna Conference, and to
present day practice of the Rights-Based Approach (a citizen-centered approach). In the following
pages, the paper critically explores the newly conceived approach of human rights: the rights-based
or citizen-centered approach. The Human Rights-Based Approach (RBA) places or sees human
rights as an integral component of all human development programming, be it at the local or
international level. The paper go along to identify the practicality and added value in the
application of the RBA. In particular it looks at some of the strengths (community empowerment,
local ownership, inclusion, etc) of the RBA, how that makes the RBA different from other
development concepts. According to the paper translating this complex approach into practice...
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